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Holidays, Having a Good Time and Keeping our Furry Friends Safe

Facts About Us & 
the Work We’ve 
Done
* During the six years 
that Sammie’s Friends 
has managed the 
Animal Shelter, 
10,000+ animals have 
been placed.

* Sammie’s Friends 
Animal Shelter has a 
euthanasia rate of 
under one percent.

* In the 15 years since 
Cheryl Wicks went to 
the Shelter, over 
16,000 animals have 
received veterinary 
care from Sammie’s 
Friends.

* In 2015 Sammie’s 
Friends spayed/
neutered over 2000 
dogs and cats in the 
community.

Can all of these things be accomplished?   
Of course they can with a little 

forethought and planning.

While we are busy trying to figure out 
whether it’s Merry Christmas and Happy 
Hanukkah or the much safer Happy 
Holidays, we also need to put some energy 
and thought into keeping our pets safe.   
Now is a good time to do that before the 
true holiday craziness begins, with cooking 
and shopping and 
decorating and school 
plays to attend and 
party invitations to be 
sent out and and . . . . 

Many of us will have a 
Christmas tree. How 
could that beautiful 
symbol of the holiday be any kind of a 
problem you say?  Cats might find the tree the 
perfect thing to climb. That may destroy some 
decorations and possibly result in a knocked 
over tree with your cat or dog underneath the 
tree.

Pine needles have an oil on them that if 
ingested can cause gastrointestinal upset. 
That can mean vomit and diarrhea.  Most 
of us like to avoid that.  Ugh!  Other plants 
(i.e. poinsettias, mistletoe and holly) can be 
poisonous if ingested by your pet.

One of the very worst things your pet 
can ingest is tinsel and string and ribbon.  
Sammie’s Friends recently tried to help a 
kitty that had string wrapped around its 
tongue and destroyed its intestines.  In spite 
of herculean efforts to save the kitty, the kitty 
did not make it.  So so sad.  Tinsel, string and 
ribbon are equally bad for dogs. 

Pets are often fascinated with various 
Christmas lighting.  Be careful that these 
things cannot be chewed into by your pet 
causing electrocution.  

It is a huge temptation to share our yummy 
(and usually rich; during the holidays) human 
food with our pets.  It is best to have a rule 
“No human food” and ask your guests to 
follow the rule too. Onions are used a lot in 
holiday cooking and are very bad for pets.  

Too much rich food will most 
assuredly result in vomiting 
and diarrhea at a minimum 
and pancreatitis, if the reaction 
is more serious.  Your pet will 
be very ill and in extreme cases 
can die from pancreatitis.  Rum 
soaked fruitcakes are not pet food, 
neither is alcohol and chocolate. 

When guests visit for the holidays, purses 
should be put up where pets cannot reach 
them.   Often purses contain medicines, 
hand sanitizers, and sugarless gum with the 
sweetener, Xylitol, which is absolutely deadly 
to pets.  

Some pets are very social and love all the 
comings and goings of visitors.  If so let the 
party begin.  Some pets are shy and become 
very stressed by the chaos and noise.  If your 
pet falls in this category put the pet in a safe 
room with things to do and keep your pet 
from being traumatized.  Holidays should be 
a pleasant time for our pets too.

Sammie’s Friends wishes everybody a great 
holiday season with family, friends and pets.  
Please keep everybody safe by planning 
ahead.  When you do your shopping 
remember your pets need a present too.

In This Issue

Holidays - Keeping 
Pets Safe Pg 1

Holiday Greetings from 
Sammie’s Friends Pg 2

The Back Page Pg 4
Cheryl Wicks is the President and Co-Founder of Sammie’s Friends.



Visit us at www.sammiesfriends.org  •  www.sammiesfriends.petfinder.org

Volume XII, Issue 3 The Poop Scoop Page 2

 

Phyllis Murdock 
Board Member

Send a check to:  Sammie’s Friends 
14647 McCourtney Road 
Grass Valley, CA. 95949 

Donate through PayPal on our website 
www.sammiesfriends.org 

Call us (530-471-5041) and donate with a 
credit card over the phone. 

Lisa Swarthout 
Board Member

Cheryl Wicks and Curt Romander 
Co-Founders of Sammie's Friends 
530-272-8833 

Warm Holiday Greetings to Sammie's Friends Fabulous Friends - 

With all of us working together we have had a significant impact on the community.  I'm going 
to knock your socks off  by telling you some statistics that represent what we have all 
accomplished working together.  From it's humblest beginnings on March 23, 2001,  this 
community has saved the lives of approximately 25,000 animals that would have been 
euthanized without the intervention of all of us.  Give yourselves a standing ovation. 

One day I ran into an ex-employee of the shelter and she said "Cheryl Wicks the day (March 23, 
2001) you walked through the shelter door was a very good day for the animals of Nevada 
County."   Of course I always appreciate a compliment, but I have no illusion, whatsoever, that 
without all of you what has come to be known as Sammie's Friends would have died a long time 
ago.  Our volunteer power equals the equivalent of 7 1/2 full time employees.   
UNBELIEVABLE! 

The time that is given to us by the community is invaluable.   The other absolutely essential 
ingredient in our success is the donations that we receive from our followers.  As you might 
imagine the animals we see are not someone's pampered pets.  Rather we see homeless, 
abandoned. abused, sometimes starving animals, most of whom need some kind of veterinary 
care.  We take in an average of 1600 animals per year at the shelter and help another 800 in the 
community, belonging to low income families.  As well, we provide spay/neuter vouchers to low 
income members of our community to do right by their pet and the community, by stopping the 
reproduction cycle.  All of this takes a tremendous amount of resources. 

We continue to work toward our goal of saving and adopting, into forever homes, as many 
animals as possible.  The cost to do this work is significant, so if you would look into your 
pockets, your budgets, your piggy banks or any place you might have discretionary dollars we 
would certainly appreciate your kind donation to Sammie's Friends to help us help the ever so 
deserving animals. 

No amount is too small or too large for Sammie's Friends.  Every penny is taken in 
with love and spent on the animals with your love.  I once saw a 22 year old girl on 
Oprah who had started saving pennies for a cause at 11 years old and at 22 had 
provided over a million dollars to that charity in pennies.   Wow!  Wow! and Wow!  

We are truly grateful for your donations and for the privilege we all receive, through your time 
and donations to serve the animals. 

Bless you for your generous heart and kind spirit,

The 
Wish 
Sleigh
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                                These stories illustrate how Sammie’s Friends uses your donations!   

                                                                              Thank You!

Meet Capone:  Capone came to Sammie’s Friends with an 
enormous tumor on his face. This mass was so large and tender that 
when the doctor looked in Capone’s mouth, it bled when touched. It 
was astonishing that he could eat with his mouth so distorted.  

Dr. Tim Van Geem thought the tumor was cancerous but because 
Capone was so full of life, Van Geem felt the surgery could be helpful to 
his quality of life.  We proceeded with the surgery after the community 
so generously donated money to help this guy. Capone looks like a 
normal dog now. He looks so much more comfortable after his surgery! 

Capone was enjoying time in his foster home with other dogs, and getting attention, care and exercise that he needed. 
Then the unthinkable happened— Capone developed pneumonia. He was transferred to Loomis Basin Veterinary 
Hospital for round-the-clock care.  Capone continues to receive cancer care and we’re very hopeful  that he will pull 
through and enjoy the rest of his life.  The three ways you can continue to help Capone… Money, Love, and Money!   

Meet Tawny: This 
year, at Sammie's Friends, 
the feline population was hit 
h a r d b y a h o r r i b l e 
d i s e a s e  c a l l e d 
Panleukopenia. Tawny, a 
young tabby male, was one 
of the first to contact this. 
He was also one of the few to 

survive. He's fine now and is looking for a family of his 
own. Many of the others were not so lucky. Panluk hits 
the youngest and most vulnerable the hardest.  Despite 
our efforts and the best care, which is costly, we lose 
them. We are grateful when they survive. We, the staff 
and foster parents, do this because each life is precious 
and a gift,and we treat it as such.

Meet Princess: It’s 
always heartbreaking to see 
animals in this condition 
and unfortunately we see it 
far too often. Princess is 
about 33 years old. Some 
people use age as a reason 
to starve their horses.  She 

was seized by animal control 
together with four other horses. 
All were in this condition. One 
died. Sometimes people just don’t 

get there in time. Princess shines with 
love and good food! Your donations help bring these 
desperate animals back from the brink.

While most the of animals we serve are cats and dogs, we do also receive, horses, mules, donkeys, 
cows, goats, sheep, pigs, chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, snakes, iguanas, guinea pigs, hampsters, 

rabbits, pet rats, birds, emus, ostriches and more!

Go Shopping and Raise Funds for Sammie’s Friends!
(Visit www.SammiesFriends.org and Click SHOP for more ways to donate)

Choose Sammie’s Friends 
while shopping at SPD.

You help us raise over $1,000 a 
month from this eScrip program!

Shop and Donate!
100% of the proceeds go directly 

to our shelter animals!

Use this app while shopping at 
dozens of local stores!

Every purchase using this app 
raisees funds for Sammie’s!

MOBILE
www.Benefit-Mobile.com

627 E. Main Street 
Grass Valley, CA.
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 Pawsitively Purrrfect Holiday!

The Board, the Staff, Sammie 
and all of our shelter animals wish you a safe and

www.SammiesFriends.org

Sammie


